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Barcelona inspires

Bathed by the sea and flanked by two 
mountains; deeply rooted in its traditions 
yet always open to innovation; vibrant by 
night and bustling by day, Barcelona is 
one unique whole, yet depending on your 
preferences, interests and amount of time 
available, there are many Barcelonas to 
discover. 

True to this diverse and dynamic reality, 
Barcelovers has delved into this multifaceted 
city to tell you its stories. Stories about the 
people who engage in tireless research in 
the quest for viable and useful solutions; 
about initiatives that put a new spin on 
tradition with a major dose of design; 
about the success stories of new creative 
industries and citizens’ initiatives to 
improve their quality of life. 

In the certainty that, during your stay, you’ll 
find the Barcelona you’re looking for and 
be amazed by the Barcelona you did not yet 
know, I would like to extend a very warm 
welcome and wish you an inspiring and 
enjoyable stay with us.

Xavier Trias
Mayor of Barcelona
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BARCELONA  
IS YOURS

It doesn’t matter if it’s a startup or a multinational, it doesn’t matter if there 
are small investments or large international ventures. In Barcelona, what 
matters are big ideas, people, opportunities... Everything has a place in one 
of the main European capital cities with most projects of international 
investment. That is why Barcelona makes you grow, makes you dream while 
keeping your feet on the ground, even further than the horizon.

BARCELONA, THE EUROPEAN CAPITAL OF INNOVATION.
A prize awarded by the European Commission in 2014.

“THINKING 
BIG MAKES 
US GROW”
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Line Up
A selection of 
the top events, 
meetings and 
trade fairs taking 
place in the city

Wake Up
Useful 
information, 
advice and 
interesting facts

04 08 10 12 14 18

WHAT’S UP
The award of the Catalonia International 
Prize to Desmond Tutu tops a round-up  
of recent news relating to the city

MONTJUÏC 
In the summer months, Montjuïc acts  
as a people magnet, offering activities  
that reflect the great diversity of the city

MONTJUÏC: THE FOUR SIDES OF THE 
MOUNTAIN
Montjuïc is a hub for key events in culture, 
sport, nature and the economy

MONTJUÏC: THE QUIET HUBBUB
What happens when a cruise ship arrives 
at a destination like Barcelona, the leading 
cruise ship port in the Mediterranean?

MONTJUÏC: THE NEXT SOUND REVOLUTION
Thanks to its professional division, Sónar+D, 
the Sónar festival is the greatest showcase 
for musical creativity and innovation

MONTJUÏC: BENEATH THE STARS
The Grec Festival theatre is the epicentre  
of one of Europe’s most important events 
for the performing arts 

BARCELOVERS
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MONTJUÏC: WE LOVE THIS GAME
Barcelona welcomes the world’s most 
charismatic basketball team twenty-two 
years after marvelling at the Dream Team

PROFILES
Four barcelovers whose talent and hard 
work have made them stand out in their 
respective disciplines

NY-BCN: ADVENTURE IS STILL POSSIBLE
A points-earning regatta for the Ocean 
Masters World Championship which departs 
from Manhattan and ends in Barcelona

IN THE FACTORY OF DIGITAL DREAMS
The boom the video game industry is 
currently experiencing led us to talk to 
some of the Barcelona-based developers

THE LIGHT IS GOLD
A photovoltaic cell created in Barcelona 
opens up the possibility of installing solar 
panels in any glass façade

WHEN EVERYTHING’S POSSIBLE
The climate and setting of Barcelona 
facilitate a healthy combination of early 
morning exercise in the open air

NEW APPROACHES TO OLD TRADITIONS
Artisans who transcend the traditional 
values of their trades in the drive towards  
a new creative dimension

3D: PRINTING OBJECTS
A technology already in use in many 
sectors, hailed by experts as revolutionary, 
in which Barcelona is playing a key role

THE THRILL OF DATA
Real-time installations capable of reflecting 
everything that is quantifiable, one of the 
big draws of the Barcelona Design Festival

WITH ‘V’ FOR VOTE
Catalonia’s National Day will see two city 
thoroughfares forming a huge ‘V’ as  
a symbol of celebration and protest

Report
Outdoor terraces: a varied visual 
panorama of some very different 
spots in Barcelona, all reflecting a very 
Mediterranean quality of life, leisure and 
social relations
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The South African archbishop and Nobel Peace Prize winner 
collected the award on 3 June. The Government of Catalonia 
awards this distinction to those who have contributed to the 

development of any field of knowledge from an ethical or 
humanistic perspective

Desmond Tutu  
Catalonia International  

Prize

Photo Albert Bertran

What’s Up
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The e-commerce multinational is exploring 
the possibility of opening a logistics centre 
in Prat de Llobregat (Barcelona), making 
it the company’s main logistics base in the 
Mediterranean area.

The Hospital Clinic and the Institute of 
Photonic Sciences have started using the 
properties of photons, light particles, in the 
diagnosis and treatment of diseases such as 
breast cancer. The treatment developed by the 
team under physician Romain Quidant provides 
results in less than one hour and is cheaper 
than the current system.

With nearly 18,000 participants, this year’s 
Barcelona Marathon once again filled the 
streets of the Catalan capital with runners, 
establishing it alongside London, Paris and 
Berlin as one of the biggest in Europe.

The European Commission has chosen 
Barcelona as the European Capital of 
Innovation “for introducing the use of new 
technologies to bring the city closer to citizens.”

EL PRAT, VOTED BY PASSENGERS AS THE BEST AIRPORT IN SOUTHERN EUROPE

A mechanism has been 
discovered that could be 
the key to preventing the 

development of breast 
cancer. The study is being 

driven by researchers 
at the Institute for 

Bioengineering of Catalonia 
and is published in the 

journal ‘Nature Materials’.

This is an accolade bestowed by Skytrax as part of the World Airport Awards 2014. 
The recognition is based on surveys of nearly 13 million passengers from 110 different 

countries on 400 airports worldwide.

Presentations by Mark Zuckerberg, founder of Facebook, and Jan 
Koum, co-founder of WhatsApp, opened the last edition of the 
Mobile World Congress, the largest mobile phone trade fair in the 
world which this year managed to bring together more than 85,000 
professionals from 201 countries.

Mark Zuckerberg opens the  
Mobile World Congress 2014

The Barcelona Marathon 
establishes itself as one  
of the biggest in Europe

Barcelona, iCapital award 
from the European Union

INFRASTRUCTURES

BUSINESS

INNOVATION

RESEARCHSPORT

Amazon plans to  
set up a base in El Prat

BUSINESS

INNOVATION

Photons against cancer

liceubarcelona.cat 
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Text Borja Barbesà Photo Txema Salvans

Montjuïc, looking out over the city, was once the cradle of Barcelona,  
originally a strategic settlement for the Iberians and later a quarry for the  
Romans. Centuries of twists and turns in its use have generated a versatile  

but harmonious range of pursuits. In the summer months, Montjuïc acts  
as a people magnet, offering activities that reflect the great diversity  

of the city
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Barcelona Botanical Gardens
Laribal Gardens

Sculpture Garden
Acclimatization Garden

Gardens of Mossèn Cinto Verdaguer
Joan Brossa Gardens

Costa i Llobera Gardens
Joan Maragall Gardens

Fira de Barcelona Exhibition  
& Trade Fair Centre

Archaeological Museum of Catalonia
National Museum of Catalan Art

Joan Miró Foundation
CaixaForum

Castle of Montjuïc

Mercat de les Flors
Theatre Institute
Lliure Theatre
Mies van der Rohe Pavilion
Barcelona Musical Theatre

Port of Barcelona

Bernat Picornell Swimming Pools
Montjuïc Municipal Swimming Pool
La Foixarda Equestrian Centre
Lluís Companys Olympic Stadium
Palau Sant Jordi
Julià de Capmany Football Pitch
Serrahima Stadium

Montjuïc Swimming Club
Pompeia Tennis Club

Pérez de Rozas Baseball Field
Pau Negra Municipal Hockey Field

Archery
National Physical Education Institute of Catalonia (INEFC)

La Foixarda Rugby Club

Grec Theatre Gardens
Mirador del Poble-sec (viewpoint)
Mirador de l’Alcalde (viewpoint)
Mirador del Migdia (viewpoint)
Tres Pins Nursery
La Font Florida Garden
Petra Kelly Gardens
Camí de Mar (sea view walk)

CULTURE CULTURE

ECONOMY ECONOMY

NATURE NATURE

SPORT SPORT

he venue for the International Exposition of 1929, 
the site of the classic urban Formula 1 racetrack in 
the 1970s, the epicentre of the 1992 Olympic Games, 
the emblematic setting of the Grec festival (one of 
the indispensable events on the calendar of European 
performing arts); the mountain of Montjuïc combines, 

like no other location in Barcelona, culture, sport, nature and 
finance. This unusual combination has been forged over the many 
years of the mountain’s history. 

The world of business unfolds at its feet, with the dynamic 
activities of the Port of Barcelona and the Fira de Barcelona 
exhibition and trade fair centre. The cultural world is represented 
by a wide range of facilities – museums, theatres, art education 
centres – which also play host to top-level international events.  
The sporting facet of Montjuïc is evident in the Olympic Ring 
facilities and other infrastructures where professionals and 
amateurs take part in more than a dozen types of sport. And 
linking all these areas together is a dense network of green zones 
that literally provide a breath of fresh air to the city and a peaceful 
recreational area for locals and visitors alike.

THE FOUR SIDES  
OF THE MOUNTAIN 
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ruises often conjure up the image 
of a travelling party; fun and frolic 
aboard a floating city. But what 
happens when the ship comes into 
port? Into Barcelona, for example, 
the leading port for cruise traffic in 
the Mediterranean and the fourth 

busiest in the world. Once the passengers have disembarked, usually 
between 09.00 and 11.00, the ships turn into horizontal sleeping 
buildings. Behind this apparent lethargy, however, is a great deal 
of activity: suppliers, cleaning companies, freight forwarders and 
shipping agents, crew, transport services, port authorities and, 
occasionally, someone doing a newspaper or television report.

These services and professional activities may be frenetic but 
silence reigns everywhere: as if the sea were deadening the ongoing 
bustle, noise and work. Cleaning is one of the tasks that starts 
early in the morning: armies of staff with laundry trolleys loaded 
with bed linen, curtains being drawn, floors mopped and windows 
cleaned. It seems that the whole morning might be dedicated to 
this task were it not for the fact that, towards 10.00, trucks can 
be seen arriving loaded with fresh food and basic supplies. All of 
this is an important source of income for the city, with shipping 
producing more than one hundred million euros annually in non-
durable goods alone: supplies of food, tobacco, fuel, etc.

The crew stroll up and down on deck but it has to be said that 
they do, from time to time, help to manoeuvre a new cruise liner 
coming in to dock aided by a tug boat. Some of the crew have free 
time and take advantage of the opportunity to have a look round 
the city centre. Their time will probably be spent strolling around, 
eating or enjoying a drink at a terrace bar. They may even pick up  
a souvenir.

THE QUIET 
HUBBUB

On the quayside, the shuttle buses and taxis to take passengers 
to the city centre wait patiently. Transport is one of the sectors 
that has most benefitted from cruise ship traffic. Given that they 
normally only have six to eight hours in which to visit the city, the 
tourist buses offer a good option for seeing all the main attractions 
in a short amount of time. Little by little, an overwhelming silence 
settles over the quayside. Even the cruise passengers who have 
opted to stay on board engage in restful, contemplative activities. 
It’s understandable. If they prefer to avoid the hubbub of the city, 
it’s obviously to indulge in less intensive activities.

Cruise ship traffic is growing less and less seasonal, though the 
highest level of activity is between April and November. This is 
mainly due to the fact that Barcelona has consolidated its position 
as the leading European base port; i.e. cruise ship companies have 
chosen the city as the turnaround point at the beginning or end 
of their cruises. The proximity of the port to the city centre, the 
general infrastructure and international airport connections have 
all been key factors in this decision. This is particularly important 
when you consider that studies have shown that each turnaround 
cruise passenger spends an average of 220 euros while transit 
passengers spend just 75 euros.

By mid-afternoon, the ships that are sailing on to the next 
destination are welcoming their passengers back on board, having 
been spruced up during the day and laden with provisions. Those 
who have spent the day visiting the city will hardly notice. They 
take it for granted without giving it a second thought. But for 
everything to be completely ready a host of interwoven activities 
and sub-activities have had to be undertaken. The cruise ship once 
again works as an analogy for the city; but obviously without the 
Ramblas and Modernism.

To welcome the 2.6 million cruise passengers 
who passed through Barcelona in 2013, the 
port has seven extremely efficient terminals 
specifically designed with the requirements of 
the cruise market in mind in terms of the size and 
capacity of the vessels. Fully-equipped facilities 
and a flexible staff structure are essential 
requirements for safely and efficiently managing 
the embarkation and disembarkation of 58,000 
passengers, which was the figure forecast for the 
weekend of 12-14 September last year.

58,000 cruise ship passengers 
over a single weekend

Cruise ships in the Port of Barcelona, with the city in the background

Text Iñaki Barco
Photo Vicens Forner
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ouchscreens and mobile 
devices are at the 
vanguard of creativity but 
represent only the latest 
arrivals on the scene. The 

close links between electronic music and technology means that 
new engineering, design and musical paradigms are emerging every 
day with Sónar+D being at the forefront of the quest for the next 
revolution in sound.

Based in the Montjuïc trade fair area, the professional section of 
Sónar, the Festival of Advanced Music and New Media Art (12, 13 
and 14/06), aims to bring together in a single venue all the leading 
figures in the electronic music industry. Last year’s event involved 
3,325 professionals from 57 different countries and this year it is 
evolving towards more of a congress format.

Exhibitions and shows will reveal the latest innovations 
in experimental apps for mobile devices and creative robots. 
Furthermore, Sónar+D aims to provide a commercial outlet for 
these technologies. Suppose you have an app: at Sónar+D, you 
can arrange a mentoring session with an industry expert. Some 
of the sector’s leading companies and organizations (such as the 
crowdfunding platform Kickstarter and MIT’s Media Lab) will be 
talking about new distribution methods.

A good example of the convergence of creativity and technology 
is Music Hack Day, a hacking session that seeks to enrich the 
interaction between advanced sound tools: over a 24-hour period, 
a variety of companies will make their products available (both 
software and hardware) to hackers and creators who will try to 
come up with the most unexpected apps.

At the end of the day, electronic music is produced in the 
laboratory. Oscillators (the core of synthesizers) are electrical 
circuits. Granular synthesis, the basis for a great deal of experimental 
music, as well as dynamic redefinition (auto-tune), came about 
through applying Einstein’s theories about light to the field of sound. 
When a standard computer offers these resources and more, then 
only a brave person would predict where the limits might be.

Music Hack Day gives the hacker 
community access to examples  
of music software and hardware

THE NEXT  
SOUND 
REVOLUTION

SOUND R&D: THE MUSIC TECHNOLOGY GROUP
The Music Technology Group (MTG) of the Pompeu Fabra 
University is at the cutting edge of research. This is the department 
responsible for the ReacTable (an innovative musical instrument 
that has been used by Björk and Coldplay) and the Vocaloid 
(software that imitates the human voice, marketed by Yamaha).

This same department has also developed Freesound  
(www.freesound.org), a global network of ‘sound hunters’ who 
share their recordings, organized by a smart tagging system. As 
part of Freesound, the Sounds of Barcelona project aims to plot a 
sound map of the city.

New interactive man-machine interfaces

Oculus Rift, virtual reality headset featured at Sónar

The very first Sónar was held at the Barcelona 
Centre of Contemporary Culture 20 years ago, 
and now the first generation to have grown up 
with the festival’s culture is emerging. Festivals 
such as MiRA!, with three editions under its belt, 
and Lapsus, which took place for the first time 
last April, are committed to giving considerable 
space to local researchers and artists in the fields 
of both sound and vision.

These initiatives coexist alongside other more 
long-standing events such as Störung (geared 
towards sound research), Mutek (the festival that 
originated in Montreal and opened a franchise in 
the Catalan capital five years ago) and Caudorella, 
a showcase for Catalan electronic artists.

Year-round  
electronic creativity

Text Oliver Villanueva
Photo Sónar archive
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Visit the website and purchase your tickets.
Discounts are available!

FESTIVAL OF BARCELONA
1-31 July 2014

Theatre / Dance
Music / Circus

The Grec Activates You

Oval, a more accessible electronic version of Hang

Sónar by Day at the Fira Montjuïc trade fair area

The MTG is currently working on the GiantSteps project. 
In conjunction with the Red Bull Music Academy and Native 
Instruments, amongst others, the MTG wants to develop a tool that 
will act as a source of inspiration for creating electronic music, 
providing notes on the progress of the piece to suggestions for tools 
that might complement the creation. At Sónar+D there will be a 
panel available to collect ideas from the creative community.

In a completely different field we find PHENICX. This is all 
about developing a series of apps that enhance the experience of 
concert-goers (in this case, a classical orchestral performance): by 
using gadgets such as Google Glass, the concert can be turned into 
an interactive experience tailored to the user, by superimposing 
the score or focusing on a particular performer. Back at home, by 
using sensors, users will be able to recreate the experience, putting 
themselves in the position of the conductor, upping the tempo or 
changing the intensity or tone. The first results should be available 
within two years.

The UPF’s Music Technology Group  
is working to incorporate gadgets  
like Google Glass into the live  
music experience
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n hot summer nights, the moon and the 
stars are the spotlights that illuminate 
a fascinating stone amphitheatre at the 

heart of the hill of Montjuïc – the Grec Theatre. This space is the 
epicentre of the city’s biggest performance arts festival: the Grec 
Festival, which for the whole of July features a varied programme  
of theatre, music, dance and circus acts. 

Formerly a quarry, the amphitheatre was built in 1929 to a 
design by architects Roman Reventós and Nicolau Rubió i Tudurí. 
It follows the classic lines of Epidaurus, set in the open air and 
surrounded by the lushly beautiful gardens designed by Jean 
Claude Nicolás Forestier. This unique location transports you to 
Ancient Greece and since the first performance was held it has 
become more and more popular. 

The Festival used to operate as a series of acts with enforced 
intermissions, such as the break during the Spanish Civil War (1936 
– 1939). However, since 1979, with the reinstatement of democratic 
government, the Grec Festival has become further consolidated with 
every edition, introducing new performance arts, using new spaces 
across the whole city, and featuring some of the top international 
theatre companies. This is borne out by the ever-increasing 
audience numbers, which last year reached 120,000 spectators.

The Festival has now become an essential cultural feature of 
Barcelona’s summer nights and its venues have hosted some of the 
world’s great authors and performers. This year the programme 
includes such tempting attractions as the contemporary dance 
of the New York Gallim Dance company, the first Smart-Show 
in history by the ground-breaking Catalan company La Fura 
dels Baus, the art of Joe Satrian’s guitar and the jazz-inspired 
reinterpretations of Japanese pianist Hiro.

A unique festival and a unique theatre to note in your diary, 
where the guest of honour is the starlit sky.

BENEATH 
THE STARS
Text Helena Martínez Guimet
Photo Josep Aznar
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he 1992 Barcelona Olympic Games  
was the first event at which the stars of  
the NBA competed internationally. The US  
team comprised what was probably the best  
and most charismatic generation of players  
in history, the so-called Dream Team.

This September, twenty-two years on,  
the city welcomes back the US team for a top 
level competition, with the more than safe 
assumption that they will make it through 

the preliminary stage of the event. The Palau Sant Jordi, one of the 
iconic buildings of the Olympic Ring, will be one of the venues for 
the Basketball World Cup. Thus, if all goes according to plan, the 
US team will play three decisive games (last 16, quarter-final and 
semi-final) on the hill of Montjuïc.

Soci multimèdiaPatrocinador principal Patrocinadors Patrocinador i seu oficialOrganitza

Amb el suport de Col·labora Diari oficial TV oficial Vehicle oficial

Blake 
Griffin

Michael
Jordan

Anthony
Davis

Patrick
Ewing

James
Harden

Clyde
Drexler

Andre
Iguodala

Scottie
Pippen

Kevin
Love

David
Robinson

Kyrie
Irving

John
Stockton

Kevin  
Durant

Karl
Malone

Paul
George

Chris
Mullin

Russell
Westbrook

Larry
Bird

LaMarcus
Aldridge

Charles
Barkley

Stephen
Curry

Magic 
Johnson

WE LOVE
THIS GAME
Text Borja Barbesà
Illustration Pau Santanach

Barcelona 2014

Barcelona 1992
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Mina was raised in Japan, even though she was born in Louisiana (USA), and has lived in 
Barcelona since 2009. As an artist, her main work is illustration, painting, charcoal and 

urban murals, but she also has extensive experience in self-publishing stories and poems. 
She started her education in Tokyo and continued it here. What most stands out in her 

work is the improvisation of shapes and free use of colour. This is evident, for example, in 
the highly acclaimed vibrant murals she created with Argentinian artist Zosen, with whom 

she has formed an artistic partnership. It was Barcelona that inspired her to paint in this 
way. “I used to use darker colours before,” she says. She is the artist-in-residence at the 

visual arts factory and creative collective La Escocesa (in the Poblenou district), a former 
industrial warehouse that has been remodelled and adapted to foster artistic creation in 

the city and strengthen its creative fabric.

At the tender age of 28, Òscar is the owner of Palens, a company that creates artisan 
sunglasses in wood which he built up from nothing. It all started in his garage at home.  
In mid-2012 he launched his first models on the market, since when the company has 
grown consistently. “Even though I’ve had some frustrating times during the process,  
it never crossed my mind to abandon it once our glasses were on the market,” he says. 
Today, Palens exports to countries such as Germany, France, Italy and Switzerland and  
is starting to get a foothold in the American and Japanese markets. “Wherever we are,  

we really exploit the fact that this is a Barcelona brand and that everything is made here.” 
He sees himself as highly motivated, someone who always looks on the bright side, and this 

helps him to get his ideas out there. The company’s next step, he says, is to work with  
other materials and continue innovating with wood, “always adhering to the same tradition 

and philosophy.”

Barcelona inspiresBarcelovers | Issue 2
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MINA HAMADA
Artist

PROFILES

ÒSCAR PALENCIA
Entrepreneur

Text Xavi Arnaiz
Photos Txema Salvans
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Together with her husband, Giulio Ruffini, Ana Maiques is the founder of Starlab,  
the Barcelona-based company that for the last 13 years has been working to transfer 

research in cutting-edge sectors such as neuroscience and aerospace to people-oriented 
solutions. These two areas are “more symmetrical than they seem”, she says. The 

company’s goal has always been to engage in top-level research, developing technologies 
(such as the management of water reserves) and bringing them to the market. In the field 

of neuroscience, Starlab has two ‘star’ products: Enobio, which reads brain activity and 
uses it in the diagnosis of epilepsy and sleep disorders, for example; and Starstim,  

a neuronal stimulator with therapeutic uses in pathologies such as pain and depression. 
This entrepreneur and mother-of-four was distinguished with the third prize in the EU’s 

Best Women Innovators initiative; an award which, she says, “recognises the efforts made 
by the company” in Barcelona’s constantly expanding high-tech sector.

Albert Ventura is the chef/proprietor of Coure, a restaurant in the Sant Gervasi district 
of Barcelona whose hallmark is “our close relationship with our clients”, where you 

can sample both “simple dishes and more elaborate creations.” Ever since he opened 
the restaurant nine years ago, he has learned to balance his two facets: that of chef (his 
vocation) and entrepreneur, which is more circumstantial. His view of haute cuisine is 
label-free. “Haute cuisine means doing things well, it’s not just about what it looks like 
but about the hard graft you put in every day.” Barcelona has helped him to gain more 

international exposure and grow his business. “That’s something the city gives you;  
I was born here and I’ve been lucky enough to run my business here.” Three years ago he 
opened the Wall 57 restaurant in Valldoreix on the outskirts of Barcelona, with the same 

philosophy as Coure. He was also responsible for designing the menu of the new restaurant 
of the Reial Cercle Artístic in the city centre.

Barcelona inspiresBarcelovers | Issue 2
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ANA MAIQUES
Entrepreneur

ALBERT VENTURA
Chef
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However small and accessible the planet has become, and however easy and instantaneous 
our communications, there are still adventures to be had in the world today. Crossing the 
3,700 nautical miles between New York and Barcelona on a yacht just eighteen metres long, 
powered by the wind, the currents and the waves is one of them. To achieve this you need 
technical ability, ingenuity, patience and courage. And when, on top of that, it’s a competition, 

you need to add strategy and calculation skills, imagination and innovation.
Twelve days, six hours, three minutes and forty-eight seconds. That’s how long it took Alex 

Pella, Pepe Ribes and Stan Schreyer to cover the distance between the two cities in 2010 on 
board the Imoca Open 60 Estrella Damm. This is the record to beat for participants in the 
latest New York to Barcelona Race, the first points-earning competition that counts towards 
the new Ocean Masters World Championship. The departure, from the south-westerly tip 
of Manhattan, is planned for 1 June which means that the first yachts should be arriving in 

Barcelona around 13 June.
Among the adventurers is a member of the team that currently holds the record, Alicante 

native Pepe Ribes. This time he’s in a team of two with US sailor Ryan Breymaier aboard the 
Hugo Boss. Other yachts taking part include the Safran, skippered by experienced sailor 
Marc Guillemot and young Morgan Lagravière, two generations united in a single goal; 
the Neutrogena of Guillermo Altadill and Chilean José Muñoz; and the Spirit of Hungary, 

skippered by veteran Nándor Fa and his compatriot Marcell Goszleth.

New York 
NY

BCN

Adventure  
is still possible

Barcelona
Text Borja Barbesà | Photo Román Yñán

Double handed sailing 

40º N

40º N

Azores

Prologue: Saturday 24th May

North Atlantic Current

Canary  Current

Labrador  Current

Gulf Stream

Azores Current

The race is part of the Ocean 
Masters World Championship

3 700 miles =
5 954 km

Start: Sunday 1st June

Time to beat: 12 days,  
6 hours and 3 minutes

Expected to arrive: Friday 13th June  
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Text Oliver Villanueva

Photo Archive

The video game industry is experiencing a boom. From the 
giants who exploit the entertainment possibilities offered by 
the social networks to the small studios that make up for their 
lack of resources by using their imagination, a new creative 
industry is emerging that aspires to construct the dreams 
of new generations. But how are they doing it? We speak to 
some of the Barcelona developers about what goes on behind 
the coloured pixels on the screen

Business Incubator 
Glòries –  
Lince  Works SL 

Social Point

Novarama

OmniDrone
Akamon

Digital Legends

Ubisoft

GameLoft

BeautiFun Games

King

Almogàvers  
Business Factory –  
A crowd  
of Monsters

The 5 chapters of the Invizimals saga 
demonstrate the Novarama studio’s 
commitment to innovation

The first title from 
OmniDrone will be a tower 
defence 3.0 game featuring 
dwarves that look like a cross 
between Hobbits and Vikings

Barcelona Activa. 
Barcelona Nord 
Technology Park – 
Edenic Games

In the  
factory  

of digital  
dreams

FIRMS

BUSINESS
INCUBATORS

A GOOD PROTOTYPE IS THE KEY
On paper everything is possible, but ideas need to be converted 
into reality. Once the concept is decided, a small-scale sample is 
made to demonstrate what can and can’t be done and what might 
attract investors. “We sold Invizimals to Sony on the prototype”, 
explains Daniel Sánchez Crespo of Novarama. In 2007, the studio 
developed an idea for a game based on hunting animals, exploiting 
the possibilities of enhanced reality, which was then presented to 
the Japanese firm. Since then the franchise has come up with five 
video games, a television series and is the second biggest swap-card 
brand in Spain behind the Professional Football League.

Novarama is seen as a “small but growing” studio with a team 
of 35 employees that it wants to increase to 50. This structure, 
supported by the fact that they don’t have to look for clients (they 
have an exclusivity contract with Sony), allows them to concentrate 
on what they like doing best: innovating. “A game is a game 
because of its variety. If you always do the same thing it becomes 
work”, explains Crespo. And so, what of the future? “We’re really 
interested in Project Morpheus, Sony’s virtual reality project.”

IDEAS ON PAPER
Great projects are born out of great ideas. During the 
conceptualization phase a whole bunch of ideas come to the fore, 
but it isn’t all just speculation. Before embarking on a project that 
might last months or years, research has to be done into which 
games are currently most successful and also on the trends of 
other cultural backgrounds: if series about po-faced detectives  
are all the rage on the television … why not give it a try?

For Gerard Fernández, “the key is for the team to enjoy 
developing the game and that the project suits their skills set.” 
Fernández and his partner, Elías Lozano, founded OmniDrone less 
than a year ago but are by no means newcomers, having created the 
mobile video gaming platform Microjocs that was later absorbed by 
the multinational Digital Chocolate in 2002. With OmniDrone they 
have managed to secure up to 2,000,000 dollars in international 
funding.

They are launching with a tower defence, a game of strategy 
featuring “12 dwarves that look like a cross between Hobbits and 
Vikings”, which is based on gathering resources, advancing and 
conquering. Along the lines of Warcraft, then? “I wish”, laughs 
Fernández. “Clash of Clans was a tower defence 2.0 game. We want  
to add some new features to the model.”

Creatiu Lab
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Twelve years ago, the University of Pompeu 
Fabra introduced a Video Games Masters’ Degree 
course with the idea of producing artists and 
programmers suitable for an industry that 
was still in its infancy. The following year the 
Polytechnic University of Catalonia started its 
own course and it is now six years since the 
Autonomous University of Barcelona decided to 
follow the same route.

These postgraduate studies now sit alongside 
new degree courses that are being introduced in 
other Catalan Universities such as the University 
of Barcelona and the UPF, as well as other private 
sector initiatives.

Training optionsMusic for Kings

Alternative International 
HoPlay awards

GameLab

IDEC-UPF  
Master’s Degree in video game creation

UAB  
Master’s Degree in video 
game creation

CITM-UPC  
Official course for the 
Design and Development  
of Video Games

ENTI-UB  
Course specializing 
in interactive digital 
content

TecnoCampus – UPF 
Course in Interactive 
Applications and Video 
Games

UPC  
Master’s Degree 
in the design and 
creation of video 
games

Dragon City is one of the successes of Barcelona company 
Social Point, a market lead er in social video games

Nihilumbra, the debut video game from 
indie producer BeautiFun Games, moves 
within unusual parameters

A catchy Latin-sounding tune accompanies the 
players of Papa Pear Saga, one of the games by 
King.com (Candy Crush Saga). It’s the creation 
of two of the students from the Musicians’ 
Workshop, Pep Soler and Jose Carrasco. “I had 
done soundtracks for the theatre and advertising 
but this is different”, explains Carrasco. 
“Generating emotions through music is always a 
challenge but they have a very functional focus; 
they go straight to the crux of what they want 
to transmit and if it doesn’t work for them they 
tell you so and that’s that.” King.com is one of 
the market leaders in games for social networks 
and handheld devices. They set up in Barcelona in 
2012. They are not alone; other video game giants 
like UbiSoft and GameLoft also develop some of 
their projects from their Barcelona offices.

PRODUCTION AND INDEPENDENCE
For BeautiFun Games, attracting investors wasn’t important: 
“developing a game on your own gives you more control over 
the end product.” This is one of the so-called “indie” producers; 
small studios who develop their video games with minimal 
infrastructure. “The games you find in a physical shop are 
produced by teams of 100 people or more”, explains Kevin Cerdà. 
“With our seven employees, we’re a medium-to-large independent 
studio. Most have just two or three people.”

In 2012 this Sabadell studio published its first commercial title, 
Nihilumbra. “We’ve had to learn a lot, especially about production.” 
This is because making a video game is a complex challenge: there 
are the programmers who write the code, artists who create the 
universes of vision and sound and, between the two, the designer. 
The designer is responsible for ensuring that every technical and 
aesthetic decision (from screen colour to response times) makes 
sense in terms of playability and maintaining enjoyment levels. 
“First we address the mechanics of the game and from there we 
build up its features; designing a game is not just putting one piece 
next to another, it’s more like spinning a spider’s web, going from 
the centre to the edges and back again”, explains Cerdà.

 
READY… AND NOW WHAT?
Previously, the video games left the studio, were packaged and sent 
out to shops. These days, issuing updates is a way of making sure 
that those consumers who can afford it stay hooked.

At Social Point (Dragon City, Monster Legends) they’re very clear 
about it: “For us, the work begins once the game has come out.” 
Two Barcelonans, Horacio Martos and Andrés Bou, set up the 
company in 2008; it now has more than 170 employees and has 
carved out a niche in the competitive world of social games. They 
analyse feedback from users, gaming statistics and inputs from 
Community Managers to offer new features or correct mistakes. 
It’s a complete change of mentality, from creating a static product 
to offering an experience in a continuous state of development.  
“In practice, we carry out reviews every week.”

INDUSTRY
AWARDS

TRAINING
SECTOR 
TRADE 
FAIRS
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The implementation of these new cells would represent clear 
progress compared to the current photovoltaic energy system, 
which works with silica. The solar panels we are familiar with 
today are efficient yet they are also heavy, opaque and not very 
manageable. Furthermore, as they can only be fitted to terraces, 
roofs and other flat surfaces, their distribution scope is limited. 
In contrast, transparent photovoltaic cells are flexible, organic, 
sustainable and less expensive. They can be introduced into our 
everyday landscapes without any visual impact whatsoever.

Thus in just a few years these cells could be used to cover  
entire façades of buildings and transform solar radiation  
into electricity, with energy savings of up to 50%. In the long  
term they could even be used to power mobile phones, tablets,  
vehicles and other electronic appliances. The use of this organic  
technology would entail unprecedented savings while at the  
same time increasing the use of solar power, a completely clean  
and safe energy which does not produce C02 and will become  
less and less expensive.

Although these transparent cells already exist, the  
contribution by Jordi Martorell and his team has helped them to 
become economically viable. To be specific, their contribution 
entailed adding five nanometric layers to the organic photovoltaic 
cell which allow visible light to pass through but reflect infrared and 
ultraviolet light. These last two types of light continue to generate 
energy while the visible light is barely affected by the process.

Light is gold

Supposing the hundreds of windows in skyscrapers could 
act as photovoltaic panels – imagine how much energy we 
could save. Or what if the screens of our mobile devices could 
capture solar power and self-charge? All this seems possible 
thanks to a transparent photovoltaic cell created by a 
professor at the Polytechnic University of Catalonia, Jordi 
Martorell, and his team at the Institute of Photonic Sciences. 
These new panels could be integrated imperceptibly in any 
pane of glass, with no need to embed them in roofs which  
is currently the case

Text Irene Pujadas | Infograph Lamosca

Surface area of façade: 21,560 m2

Height: 154 m
Potential power generation: 860,514 kWh/year

The orientation of the Hotel Arts means that none 
of its façades is ever completely in the shade. This 
makes it one of the buildings with the greatest 
potential for generating photovoltaic power.

Surface area of façade: 13,430 m² 
Height: 144 m
Potential power generation: 650,020 kWh/year

The Torre Agbar is lower than the Hotel Arts and has 
an elliptical shape, which means that after a certain 
point the surface area and the perimeter start getting 
smaller. This reduces the total surface area of the 
building as well as the exploitable light surface.
 

Surface area of façade: 10,267 m2 
Height: 99 m
Potential power generation: 382,898 kWh/year

The Hotel W’s main façade faces directly southwards 
so it receives a lot of sunlight. The disadvantage is 
that the other side barely receives any light, so only 
50% of the total surface area can be exploited.

Hotel WTorre AgbarHotel Arts

860,514 kWh/yr

650,020 kWh/yr

382,898 kWh/yr
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Text Iñaki Barco
Photos Vicens Forner and Txema Salvans

SWIMMING BY THE SEA
Life began in water. The foetus grows and feeds in a bath of amniotic 
fluid. An aquatic environment is intrinsic to humans, and something 
about it connects us to a deeply atavistic sense of wellbeing. Powering 
through the water using the strength of your arms and legs, timing 
your breathing with every stroke, fighting against the current in 
open waters or emptying your mind of everything except counting 
lengths… swimming can be as relaxing as it is exhausting. In the 
Barceloneta district, Barcelona’s seafaring neighbourhood, there are 
two swimming clubs with decades of tradition right on the seafront 
where some of its members are in the habit of starting the day with a 
dawn swim, either in the pool or the sea; a tradition deeply rooted in a 
landscape and a medium that fosters a clear mind and a supple body.

WHEN  
EVERYTHING’S
IMPOSSIBLE
Some things never fail, and sometimes 
the formula is a very simple one: physical 
activity, natural surroundings and the 
dawn make up a winning threesome. 
Watching the first light of day while 
exercising in harmonious surroundings 
can only herald good things. Getting up 
early and keeping fit depends only on 
your willpower. Discovering natural oases 
in the midst of the urban hubbub can be 
difficult. But in some cities, it can be done PADDLE SURFING OFF THE BEACH

In little more than ten years, these broad, stable, oar-driven boards 
have found their niche on beaches all over the world, not least because 
of their versatility. When the sea is calm, working up a steady rowing 
pace over transparent waters is both relaxing and therapeutic. And 
when the waves build up, riding them on the board is a liberating, 
adrenalin-filled experience. In Barcelona, starting the day on a 
paddle board is not only a possibility but an option that is attracting 
more and more enthusiasts every day. Proof of this is the number of 
schools that have sprung up over the last few years specializing in this 
discipline. Starting the morning with this soothing experience helps 
you to weather the storms later on in the day!

Two swimmers about to take the plunge at Barceloneta

A group of paddle surfers just off the coast of Barcelona
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RUNNING WITH THE CITY AT YOUR FEET
The great advantage of running is that you can do it pretty much 
wherever you are. Even on a treadmill, if you have to. Runners always 
travel with their trainers and manage to find a gap in the busiest 
of schedules to get their pulses racing and generate endorphins by 
covering kilometres. Running is almost always a solitary activity 
which, when done in a natural setting, multiplies its relaxing effects. 
With more than 8,000 hectares of natural space, the Collserola range 
of hills is most definitely Barcelona’s ‘green lung’. The Carretera de les 
Aigües is a natural corridor of twenty-one kilometres that crosses the 
range while providing one of the most stunning panoramic views of 
the city. Watching the first rays of the sun emerge from this vantage 
point to the backdrop of pounding heartbeats is an experience that 
no runner worth their salt should miss.

ACRO-YOGA IN THE PARKS
A discipline based on Indian, Chinese and Thai traditions: the 
spirituality of yoga, the balance of acrobatics and the wellbeing  
of massage. The practice originated in California around ten years 
ago and aims to foster confidence, joy and a feeling of connection. 
In Barcelona, the Ciutadella Park is home to the Zoo and the 
Catalan Parliament. However, its French-inspired embankments 
also provide a space for the harmonious movements of people 
who follow this routine to seek a balance that rounds off and gives 
meaning to their day.

A runner on one of the Collserola paths

The city’s parks are the ideal places for practising this discipline
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New
approaches

to old 
traditions

Master craftsmen are carving out a new path, inspired by tradition

Artisans and creators. A love of tradition and the need to come 
up with a fresh approach. A disciplined work ethic and primitive 
inspiration. Being consistently original and driving an enterprise 

forward. In the Industrial Revolution, Barcelona managed  
to imbue the applied arts with character. Today, these  

master craftspeople move comfortably in the  
crossover area between arts and crafts

Text Txell Bonet
Photo Txema Salvans
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APPARATU
The contemporary ceramics by Apparatu 
are a combination of the ironic viewpoint of 
Xavi Mañosa and family tradition. Having 
grown up watching his father working 
clay on a potter’s wheel, it’s now the son’s 
creations that are produced in the new 
workshop. Intriguing objects, “created from 
experimentation and research” into which 
he pours his extensive knowledge of graphic 
and industrial design. Everyday objects are 
reinvented with his bold style and humorous 
touch. His lamps and vases are featured in 
retail outlets, trade fairs and festivals all 
over the world, where he also gives talks. 
Hyperactive, he sees his future as being “full 
of collaborations with other brands such as 
Camper.” Perhaps the secret to his success is 
that his mother still looks after the books. 

M

M

MAJORAL
Originally inspired to be a jewellery designer by the natural 
landscapes of Formentera, Enric Majoral is, after 40 years, 
handing over his Poblenou workshop in Barcelona to his son 
Roc, so he can spend more time on the island. Classic collections 
include Posidonia, in which flexible metal adapts to the body like 
undulating fronds of seagrass. He crafts gold, silver and legally 
harvested Mediterranean coral, believing “the important thing is 
to turn them into jewellery whose main value is sentimental and 
emotional”. He is always concerned about how the raw material is 
sourced – “that’s why we use environmentally-friendly processes 
and free trade products.”

PONT DE QUERÓS
The wisdom of an artisan trade such as that of basket-weaving 
can become an innovative idea in the world of interior design and 
landscaping. This is what Joan Farré and Joan Oms have achieved 
after 25 years of experience, adapting the traditional techniques 
of working with plant fibres such as wicker and willow. These 
are sustainable alternatives which, thanks to technology, have a 
completely contemporary character. Their creations are a beautiful 
transition between nature and construction; between architecture 
and living structures, making it possible to bring vegetation into 
urban spaces, or create green sculptures in gardens “like the one 
designed by Jean Nouvel.” They range from international pavilions 
to pergolas, and from double-skin façades to interior design objects.

LUESMA&VEGA
Thanks to their mastery of technique and 
material, Ester Luesma and Xavi Vega are 
part of this country’s living heritage. Xavi 
trained at the acclaimed Glass Centre and 
in 1991 the two of them embarked on a 
venture that in 2003 would take on new 
wings. “Ferran Adrià visited our workshop 
in the Poble Espanyol, saying that he knew 
what he wanted but was unable to put it 
into words.” This was how they started 
creating tableware for high-end restaurants 
all over the world. “It’s a constant challenge 
to create specific pieces for tasting menus, 
fulfilling a very specific function to suit 
the needs of the chef, such as supporting 
culinary creations in the form of a cloud.” 
The receptacle and the dish become a single 
concept. Some of their most imaginative 
creations are meteorites and a relief map of 
Japan. All hand made. Every piece unique.

Ceramic lamps from the Scotch Club (blue) and Pleat Box (terracotta) collections

A rigid silver bracelet from the Planxa collection

Fragment of an installation on Avinguda Diagonal

A stack of Esquitx plates which emulate the effect of a drop falling into a liquid
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Text Thaïs Gutiérrez
Photo Txema Salvans

With 3D printers it’s possible to create objects by superimposing 
the material – which could be plastic, chocolate, cement or 
anything else – in successive layers based on an original 
computerized design. This augurs huge potential for this 
technology in both the domestic and industrial spheres, where 
it is expected that production and distribution costs will drop 
significantly. Indeed, according to Time magazine, this is one of 
the ten sectors that will grow most in the next 10 years, and it is 
calculated that by 2020 it will generate over 5,200 million dollars. 

But to really understand what changes 3D printers will make to 
our lives and the global economy, we need to distinguish between 
their effect in the domestic and industrial spheres. “In a few years, 
we’ll all have a 3D printer at home, just like any other domestic 
appliance that makes our life easier” says Tomás Díez, the director 
of Barcelona FabLab, a centre that forms part of the municipal 
network of 300 technology labs steered by the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), which is already working with 3D 
technology. Díez highlights the fact that “one of the key things 
about 3D printing is that it offers the chance to unite the digital 
and physical worlds. It will mean that computers are not just tools 
for connecting but also tools for creating, and this will help people 
to become producers.” He believes that in the future we will all 
be designers and creators, making our own clothes or the small 
technological components that we need in our day-to-day lives.

Hip prosthetics tailored to the patient, food with the exact proportion of 
ingredients, flavours and textures to suit the consumer, individually-designed games 
or aerodynamic clothing that fits the body perfectly… all this and more is possible 
thanks to 3D printing, a technology that is currently being used in many 
sectors and, according to the experts, heralds a real revolution

Additive manufacturing – or 3D printing – has established a new production paradigm

PRINTING OBJECTS

It’s taken some time, but finally Hewlett Packard 
(HP), the world’s biggest printer manufacturer, 
has decided to commit to 3D, and it will do 
so from its centre in Sant Cugat del Vallès, 
Barcelona. Last April the company’s CEO, Meg 
Whitman, announced that it would be bringing 
its global 3D printing business to the Research 
and Development Centre at the Vallès plant, 
where more than 2,000 people currently work. 
The sector believes that the commitment made 
by this new-tech giant will provide the impetus 
to benefit every company specializing in this area.

HP chooses Barcelona  
as a 3D printing centre
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Natural Machines has released the first 3D food printer on the market

But above and beyond the domestic sphere, where we are still 
in the realms of forecasting the future, the place where this new 
technology is actually being used is in industry. “There are some 
sectors that have been using 3D printing for years, and this has 
allowed them to significantly reduce their production costs”, 
explains Marta Malé-Alemany, an architect, researcher, expert 
and curator of various exhibitions on 3D printing. She cites the 
automotive and aerospace industries as two good examples of 
sectors that are already working with this new technology. “These 
industries are already printing very complex geometric parts in 3D 
and this means they are much more lightweight. In aircraft and 
cars this represents important savings in materials and energy 
consumption. The consequences of this in terms of both the 
economy and the environment are staggering”, she says.

According to Malé-Alemany, other sectors, such as medicine, 
pharmaceuticals and food, are those that offer the biggest outlet 
for a technology that is based on creating personalized, original, 
unique and complex objects. But that does not necessarily mean 
that 3D technology can be used in every industry. “This technology 
doesn’t make sense for sectors that produce very basic items in 
huge quantities, such as plastic plates or cups, because the cost of 
printing them in 3D would be much higher.” For this reason, this 
expert does not believe that today’s assembly lines will disappear 
from factories, but that the 3D option is only revolutionizing certain 
specific sectors. “Not a great deal of consideration has been given to 
this technology yet, and there are few examples that demonstrate 
its true potential,” she says, pointing to a profound transformation 
mainly in industries that “need to produce more complex and more 
personalized objects.”

Many experts predict huge potential for 
3D technology in both the domestic and 
industrial spheres, where it is expected 
that production and distribution costs  
will drop significantly

One of the industries that has already started working with 3D 
is the food sector. Barcelona is the base of the company Natural 
Machines, the creator of the Foodini, a 3D food printer, the only 
one of its kind in the world currently on sale. The company’s MD, 
Emilio Sepúlveda, explains that they mainly work with restaurants, 
bakeries and catering companies, many of which are abroad, 
especially in Asia, where they see tremendous potential in being 
able to ‘print’ food. Sepúlveda explains that the big advantage  
of  3D printing in the food sector is that “you save a lot of time”, 
but also that “it lets you do really complex things, which would 
be almost impossible to do manually.” He also notes that this 
technology, in the not-too-distant future, will spark off a “real 
revolution in our kitchens.”
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Text Helena Martínez Guimet
Photo Domestic Data Streamers

A platform for sharing knowledge and 
experiences based around design could be the 
definition of Barcelona Design Week, which is 
being held this year from 2 to 14 June and kicks 
off the Barcelona Design Festival. Organized 
by BCD Barcelona Design Centre, more than 
200 international speakers and some 15,000 
participants support an event which, now in its 
ninth edition, aims to explore the relationship 
between design, entrepreneurship, innovation 
and creativity. Israel is the guest country of a 
programme that includes design itineraries, 
exhibitions, the Design Services Market, 
conferences, the Creative Industries Investment 
Forum and networking sessions, amongst others.

Barcelona Design Week: 
where design is the star

The

Between 2 June and 10 July, the Barcelona Design Hub will be 
hosting another edition of the Barcelona Design Festival, an event 
which brings together both local and international professionals 
in the field and encompasses BCN Design Week and FADfest. This 
year it will be showcasing some of our most ingenious minds, 
including those of Domestic Data Streamers who will be recording 
the public’s votes in a very original way.

Comprising Barcelona residents Joan Planas, Alexandra de 
Requesens, Pau Garcia and Dani Llugany, and supported by 
the advice of industrial engineer Pol Trias, the Domestic Data 
Streamers team propose and develop new ways of visualizing 
anything that is quantifiable, sparking off feelings and emotions in 
people which they call ‘infoexperiences.’

Having evolved at a dizzying rate which 
has propelled them in less than a year 
to the forefront of some of the most 
innovative creative events, Domestic 
Data Streamers creates installations 
that transform raw data into publicly 
interactive systems in real time. This 
extraordinarily young team of designers 
and researchers will be at the fourth 
edition of the Barcelona Design Festival

Lifeline, contrasting real ages with anticipated ages of death

thrill of
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SWAB BARCELONA 
International Contemporary Art Fair 

02-05 OCT 2014
Italian Pavilion, Fira de Barcelona

63 art galleries

[+] info www.swab.es
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Yes vs No recorded the optimism levels of passers-by over a 24-hour period

The choice of spoon or fork is scaled according to gender, country of origin or height

It all started with a wall-based installation – Yes vs No – a 
timeline infographic which gathered information over 24 hours 
on the views of passers-by, portrayed in the form of huge outlined 
circumferences: the time they responded corresponded to one 
section of the line; their age to the radius of the circle; and its colour 
to whether they answered ‘yes’ or ‘no’.

This led to a commission to take part in the SWAB art fair, where 
they created an installation about visitors’ preference for either a 
fork or a spoon. Shortly afterwards they created Lifeline at DHUB 
Barcelona where a grid of 800 black and white balloons marked the 
point between visitors’ real age and the age at which they would like 
to die, reflecting the ephemeral nature of life.

The team currently has an installation at the Big Bang Data 
exhibition at the CCCB using modules similar to hourglasses 
connected to sensors measuring the amount of time visitors spend 
in front of five different exhibits. A similar system won them the 
public’s prize at FADfest’s Laus awards: a lab in which each project  
is represented by a test tube, filled up by votes from Twitter users.

Proposals such as these from Domestic Data Streamers are so 
successful because, in a world based on numbers and figures,  they 
seek to imbue the data surrounding us with emotions.

FADfest is the meeting that the FAD (Foment de 
les Arts i el Disseny, or Fostering Arts and Design) 
is organizing in Barcelona between 25 June 
and 10 July, featuring a programme of awards, 
conferences, congresses and other design-
related activities. It provides a showcase for the 
best ideas of the year in the different design 
disciplines: architecture, interior design, graphic 
design, advertising, industrial design, crafts, art 
and fashion. This year there are two noteworthy 
exhibitions taking place: Best Design of the Year 
and Smart Flexibility, and the Open Design/Shared 
Creativity Congress (ODSC) where international 
speakers will discuss the impact of the internet and 
digital technologies on the creative professions, and 
the capacity of cooperatives as a driver of growth.

FADfest: celebrating  
the creative experience
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Text Guillem Sala
Illustration Javier Jaén

September 11 is Catalonia’s national day. Every year, Barcelona becomes the epicentre of a 
host of official ceremonies and public, celebratory and protest events.

This year, however, the date has a particular symbolism and significance because two 
extraordinary circumstances are coming together.

Firstly, it marks the three-hundredth anniversary of 11 September 1714, the date when 
Barcelona fell to the Bourbon troops of Philip V. The defeat marked a dramatic turning point 
for the city and for Catalonia, which went on to lose its institutions.

Secondly, the city will be even more packed than usual on this date because, as well as the 
usual events, at exactly 17 hours and 14 minutes more than 1,500,000 people – according to 
the organizers’ estimates – will form a giant ‘V’ between the city’s two main thoroughfares, 
Avinguda Diagonal and Gran Via.

This celebratory public event represents a continuation of the mass demonstrations 
calling for Catalonia to be declared a new state within Europe.

Hence the ‘V’ for vote. This will be the high point of this 11 September with all the 
expectations of a possible independence referendum in the autumn. The Catalan Parliament 
hopes to convene this consultation on 9 November, but Spain’s central government refuses 
to authorize it, citing the “indissoluble union of the Spanish nation” consecrated by the 
Constitution. This referendum is not only being demanded by secessionists (60% of voters, 
according to surveys) but also a very significant proportion of Catalan society (between 80% 
and 85%). However, so far the Spanish government is standing firm on its refusal to allow a 
public consultation.

This year’s demonstration will once again force the city to change its daily routine 
for a few hours, though it is expected to be a peaceful one. Despite voicing their protests, 
previous demonstrations have been peaceful, celebratory occasions. No incidents. It is 
worth remembering the figures here: Barcelona has 1,600,000 inhabitants and Catalonia 
7,500,000.

Two years ago, on 11 September, 1,500,000 people filled the centre of Barcelona to call for 
Catalonia to become a new European state. Last year, a human chain crossed Catalonia from 
end to end, linking 1,600,000 people over 400 kilometres. This year, the aim is to project a 
new symbolic image to the world from the streets of Barcelona.

Every 11 September, Barcelona is flooded with people taking to  
the streets on the occasion of the National Day of Catalonia

WITH

FOR VOTE
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Plaça de la Virreina, at the heart of the Gràcia district, is very lively during much of the day and well into the evening

Outdoor terraces
Photos Román Yñán and Txema SalvansA CITY THAT 

BRINGS OUT 
THE BEST 
IN YOU.

As a new day begins in Barcelona, so do thousands of projects and hopes.  
A motivational climate, vibrant people, attractive light and a seductive lifestyle... 
When you enjoy the city, there are many reasons that inspire you to find the best 
in yourself, to experience everything intensely, both personally and professionally. 
This is the secret to being chosen as the best European city to live and work in.

1st EUROPEAN CITY WITH BEST QUALITY OF LIFE FOR EMPLOYEES.
Source: European Cities Monitor, Cushman & Wakefield 2011.



Torre Rosa is an early 20th century “indiano” house,  
built by Catalans who made their fortune in the Americas

Perched on the side of Montjuïc closest to the sea, the Martínez makes a wonderful viewpoint over the Barcelona coast

The Agua restaurant and bar enjoys a privileged position right on Somorrostro beach



The Can Deu Civil Centre of Les Corts has a magnificent Modernist courtyard used all year round

In a charming Sant Antoni alleyway, the Bar Calders is named after formerly exiled local writer Pere Calders (1912-1994)

Plaça Osca embodies the characterful neighbourhood of Sants



El Quimet d’Horta is one of the neighbourhood’s most iconic bars. Founded in 1927, this classy establishment offers more than 80 different sandwiches

The 1881, the restaurant of the History Museum of Catalonia, offers a stunning view of the seafront thanks to its elevated location

The Belvedere, an oasis at the heart of the Eixample district



The Mirablau bar presides over the city from the side of Tibidabo mountain; an all-time classic of the city’s upper echelons, it offers one of the best panoramic views of Barcelona

The New Orleans, a popular terrace bar right next to Virrei Amat

Live! / Innovation / Knowledge /  
Meeting Point / Sports
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place in the city
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Bryan Ferry
Roxy Music’s former front man, a rock and 
pop legend, hits Barcelona to demonstrate 
that he is equally at home with jazz and 
avant-garde music. 
Fòrum Auditorium
Parc del Fòrum
5 July

‘Wonderland’
Andrea Miller, a choreographer who was 
nominated this year for the Guggenheim 
Fellowship by the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation, debuts in Barcelona 
with Wonderland, an artistic metaphor to 
warn us of the dangers of acting with a herd 
mentality.
Teatre Grec
Passeig de Santa Madrona, 36
1 - 2 July

Sorolla,  
the colours of the sea
This exhibition highlights the profound 
relationship between Sorolla and the sea. 
Both his large oil paintings and his smaller 
outline sketches showcase the Valencian 
artist’s intensive study of colour and light.
CaixaForum Barcelona
Avinguda de Francesc Ferrer i Guàrdia, 6-8
11 June – 14 September

Post-Picasso
This exhibition pays homage to the enormous artistic legacy of Pablo Picasso, a legacy which 
is presented here from some very different perspectives: stylistic, political and militant, as well 
as through the subjective filter of each artist. Artists such as Andy Warhol, Basquiat and Chéri 
Samba are the star turns of one of the most unmissable exhibitions at the museum.
Picasso Museum
Carrer de Montcada, 15-23
6 March – 29 June

‘Sun’
Hofesh Shechter is one of the leading lights 
of British contemporary dance. In his latest 
work, perfection is distorted and harmony 
gives way to a visceral portrait of antagonism 
and violence.
Teatre Grec
Passeig de Santa Madrona, 36
9 - 10 July

Jardins de  
Pedralbes Festival
Set in a beautiful location, the festival plays 
host to big names from the international 
music scene. This year, you can enjoy the 
voices of Tom Jones, Paul Anka, Simple Minds, 
Carla Bruni and Kool & The Gang, among 
others.
Gardens of the Royal Palace of Pedralbes
Avinguda Diagonal, 686
12 June – 10 July

Jamie Cullum
Regarded as one of the most brilliant stars 
of the 21st century, the British artist will 
be bringing his jazz and pop melodies to an 
open air concert in the Poble Espanyol.
Poble Espanyol 
Avinguda de Francesc Ferrer i Guàrdia, 13
3 July

Piknic Electronik  
Barcelona
Lying on the hill of Montjuïc, the Joan Brossa 
gardens are the perfect scenario for spen-
ding the hottest Sundays of the summer. 
Piknic Electronik not only promises a great 
line-up but also a fun-filled, family-oriented, 
festive experience. 
Joan Brossa Gardens 
Every Sunday from 1 June to 14 September
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Festival Cruïlla
A benchmark of musical diversity, this 
year’s Cruïlla Festival features hip-hop by 
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, the Balkan 
party of Emir Kusturica & The No Smoking 
Orchestra, the laidback pop of Jack Johnson, 
the American folk music of Band of Horses 
and French singer Zaz.
Parc del Fòrum
11 – 13 July

Festival San Miguel
Mas i Mas
A classic summer evening event in Barcelona, 
the festival features performances by artists 
such as Jeff Beck, Freddy Cole, the Lucky 
Peterson Band and Aloe Blacc.
Various venues
August

Gandules 2014
An open-air festival of quality cinema in the 
city centre, where the audience can relax in 
deck chairs.
CCCB
Carrer de Montalegre, 5
5 – 21 August

Kylie Minogue
With worldwide record sales of 70 million, 
Kylie Minogue has gone from being the girl 
next door to conquering the global market. 
This October she lands in Barcelona to present 
her new album, Kiss Me Once.
Palau Sant Jordi
Passeig Olímpic, 5-7
14 October

‘Porgy and Bess’
The Cape Town Opera Company, much 
acclaimed during their recent tour of the UK, 
arrives in Barcelona to perform the famous 
opera by George Gershwin. To a backdrop  
of jazz and blues, the composer of Rhapsody  
in Blue portrays a hidden side of North 
American society.
Gran Teatre del Liceu
La Rambla, 51-59
11 – 19 July

Sala Montjuïc
Like every summer, this open-air film festival 
offers the chance to enjoy great jazz and 
films from every era in an unbeatable setting: 
either picnicking or relaxing in a deckchair 
along the walls of the Castle of Montjuïc.
Castle of Montjuïc
Carretera de Montjuïc, 66
6 July – 8 August

M.U.R.S.
Fura dels Baus, one of the most internationally acclaimed Catalan theatre companies, is back 
in ground-breaking form once again with what promises to be the first smart show in history: 
M.U.R.S. This revolutionary show kicks off this year’s Grec programme, the summer festival 
devoted to the performance arts.
Castle of Montjuïc
Carretera de Montjuïc, 66
30 June – 5 July

Big Bang Data
This exhibition features the culture of the 
21st century and the huge technological 
transformations of the digital age, namely 
the explosion of data to which we are 
exposed. As well as an exhibition, the project 
aims to provide a meeting place for cutting-
edge multidisciplinary performances of this 
phenomenon.
CCCB
Carrer de Montalegre, 5
9 May – 26 October
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Fòrum Gastronòmic
The first congress to have its own  
gastronomy trade fair, the Fòrum Gastronomic 
has established itself as an essential, credible 
and prestigious event. A platform for setting 
and promoting trends, speakers have included 
culinary stars of the calibre of Ferran Adrià, 
Carme Ruscalleda, Joan Roca and Yukihiko 
Shidara.
Fira de Barcelona – Gran Via
Avinguda de Joan Carles I, 64 (l’Hospitalet)
20 – 23 October

Gamelab
Interactive digital entertainment is the star of 
Gamelab, one of Europe’s leading videogame 
events. Its purpose is to bring together local 
and international companies to discuss new 
trends and challenges in the world of digital 
entertainment. 
Filmoteca de Catalunya 
Plaça de Salvador Seguí, 1-9
25 – 27 June

Loop Fair
The first trade fair in the world dedicated 
exclusively to the world of video art, Loop Fair 
showcases the crossover between film and 
contemporary art.
Hotel Catalonia Ramblas
Carrer de Pelai, 28
5 – 7 June

Barcelona
Design Festival
The festival shows off Barcelona’s status 
as a design capital and how this discipline 
is introduced into public, professional and 
business spheres. Israel is the guest country 
of this new edition, which also embraces BCN 
Design Week (2/06 – 14/06) and FADfest 
(14/06 – 10/07).
Various venues
2 June – 10 July

080 Barcelona Fashion
The catwalk will be staging the Spring/Summer 2015 collections from Catalan designers and 
brands. All the big emerging talents in innovation and creativity will be gathering together at 
080 Barcelona Fashion.
Recinte modernista de l’hospital de Sant Pau
Carrer de Sant Antoni Maria Claret, 167
30 June – 4 July

Sónar
The must-go event for lovers of cutting-edge 
and contemporary electronic music and new 
media art. The relationship between creativity 
and technology will be showcased by artists 
such as Massive Attack, Richie Hawtin and 
CHIC.
Fira de Barcelona – Montjuïc
Fira de Barcelona – Gran Via
12 – 14 June

b’ARS*
Barcelona International
Arts & VFX Fair
The trade fair specializing in visual effects, the 
artistic side of filmmaking and the production 
of the VFX Cloud will be attended by sector 
professionals such as Colin Doncaster and 
Christopher Horvath.
Arts Santa Mònica
La Rambla, 7
5 – 8 June
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European Society  
of Intensive Care Medicine 
Annual Congress 
Paediatricians, neonatologists, nutritionists 
and other specialists meet to discuss the 
challenges of the interaction between 
nutrition and growth.
Barcelona International  
Convention Centre
Plaça de Willy Brandt, 11-14
27 September – 1 October

Global Editors  
Network (GEN)
Robot or drone journalism, data journalism 
and other challenges presented by the virtual 
world will be among the main subjects of this 
unmissable event for the digital media sector.
CCCB
Carrer de Montalegre, 5
11 – 13 June

European  
Cardiology Congress

An international event in the field of 
cardiology, the ESC brings together a wide 
representation of medical research from 
more than 100 countries.
Fira de Barcelona – Gran Via
Avinguda de Joan Carles I, 64 (l’Hospitalet)
30 August – 3 September

Gaudí: 1st World Congress
In recognition of Antoni Gaudí’s importance 
to Barcelona’s image and prestige, this first 
world congress will encompass a vast array 
of research into the life and work of the 
creator of the great Modernist monuments. 
Experts from around the world will present 
unpublished research along with all the 
information they have compiled on this 
multitalented figure, as well as potential uses 
for his ideas and work in the modern world.
University of Barcelona
Gran Via de les Corts Catalanes, 585   
6 – 10 October

11th World Congress  
on Computational 
Mechanics
Experts and academics will discuss the 
application of computational methods in the 
fields of mechanical engineering and applied 
sciences.
Palau de Congressos
Avinguda Diagonal, 661-671
20 – 25 July

A conversation between 
Ferran Adrià and  
Israel Ruiz
A conversation about innovation and talent 
between two close friends, born in the same 
neighbourhood, who have excelled in their 
respective professional fields: Ferran Adrià, 
considered one of the best chefs in the 
world, and Israel Ruiz, vice-president of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
CaixaForum
Avinguda de Francesc Ferrer i Guàrdia, 6-8
25 June
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SIL International  
Logistics Exhibition
The leading logistics and handling trade show 
in Southern Europe and a business bridge 
between Europe, Latin America, Africa and 
the Mediterranean.
Fira de Barcelona – Montjuïc
Avinguda de la Reina Maria Cristina
3 – 5 June

Swab
The seventh edition of this contemporary art 
fair is directed at up-and-coming galleries as 
well as collectors.
Fira de Barcelona – Montjuïc
Avinguda de la Reina Maria Cristina
2 – 5 October

The Craftroom.
Catalonia Handicraft Week
Contemporary crafts in their purest  
form. This great showcase for Catalan 
craftsmanship features a huge range of 
products for both display and sale from  
all kinds of sectors and trades.
El Born Cultural Centre
Plaça Comercial, 12
11 – 13 July

Barcelona Harley Days
Motorcycle culture returns to Barcelona  
in the form of classic, state-of-the-art  
and vintage bikes in an event packed  
with parades, concerts and exhibitions.
Fira de Barcelona – Montjuïc
Avinguda de la Reina Maria Cristina
4 – 6 July

Seatrade Med
The benchmark international biennial event 
for the Mediterranean cruise market, held 
in the world’s second most popular cruise 
destination.
Fira de Barcelona – Gran Via
Avinguda de Joan Carles I, 64 (l’Hospitalet)
16 – 18 September

CineEurope 2014
With a track record of 20 years and more than 
50 participating countries, this prestigious 
convention and trade show brings together 
exhibitors and suppliers involved in the 
European film industry. The ideal setting in 
which to present products and network with 
business leaders from the sector.
Barcelona International  
Convention Centre
Plaça de Willy Brandt, 11-14
16 – 19 June

Expoquimia
The strengths of this International Chemistry 
Event are rooted in internationalization, 
innovation, industrialization and investment.
Fira de Barcelona – Gran Via
Avinguda de Joan Carles I, 64 (l’Hospitalet)
30 September – 3 October

Animation Industry 
Networking Summit
Anima’t SITGES-BCN
Created as a spin-off of the renowned 
International Fantastic Film Festival of 
Catalonia, Anima’t was conceived as a forum 
for professionals from the world of animation.
Hotel Catalonia Ramblas
Carrer de Pelai, 28
15 – 17 October
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Puig Classic Yacht Regatta
Classic and vintage yachts once more take 
centre stage in this regatta which brings 
together some of the classiest boats ever  
to set sail.
16 – 19 July

Sailfish Swimbarcelona 
Participants in this open-sea swimming  
race can escape the heat and enjoy the 
amazing views that separate the beaches  
of Barceloneta and Nova Icària from the  
Parc del Fòrum.
Sant Sebastià and Nova Icària beaches
6 July

Basketball World Cup
The best basketball in the world comes to Barcelona. The Palau Sant Jordi will be the venue  
for four of the last sixteen matches, two quarter-finals and one semi-final.
Palau Sant Jordi
Passeig Olímpic, 5-7
30 August – 14 September

Extreme Barcelona.
International Action  
Sports Cup
An event based entirely on extreme sports 
adapted to urban culture. Skateboarding, bike 
motocross, freestyle motocross, mountain 
biking, scooters, inline skating, longboarding 
and indoor skydiving are the selected sports. 
Spectacular thrills and spills guaranteed!
Parc del Fòrum
28 – 29 June

FIM Road Racing World 
Championship Grand Prix
Catalunya
Can Marc Márquez, racing on his home track, 
continue his series of victories? Dani Pedrosa, 
Valentino Rossi and Jorge Lorenzo will be 
vying to stop him.
Circuit de Catalunya
Montmeló
13 – 15 June

Ocean Masters. New York-Barcelona
The transatlantic race between these two iconic cities represents the first points-scoring 
opportunity for the new Ocean Masters World Championship.
Departure 1 June, estimated arrival  
in Barcelona 13 June
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CSIO Barcelona
The 103rd edition of this International  
Show Jumping Competition will also host  
the final of the most important competition  
on the equestrian calendar: the Furusiyya FEI 
Nations Cup. 
Reial Club de Polo
Avinguda del Doctor Marañón, 19-31
9 – 12 October

Joan Gamper Trophy
A classic summer event, this is a chance to see the new Barça before the official season begins. 
The opponent for this 49th edition will be advised during the summer.
Camp Nou 
Avinguda d’Arístides Maillol
16 August

City of Barcelona 
International Beach
Volleyball Trophy
The programme for the Mercè, the city’s 
main annual Festa, includes this prestigious 
tournament in which international pairs and 
the best pairs on the Catalan beach volleyball 
circuit all compete together.
Nova Icària beach
Passeig Marítim de la Nova Icària
20 – 21 September 

Garmin Barcelona Triatló
This is the fifth edition of this global triathlon 
event aimed at athletes of all levels, not only 
emphasizing the values of competing but also 
the benefits of leading a sporty, healthy life.
Departs from Nova Mar Bella beach
5 October

Wake 
Up

in Barcelona

What can I do today in Barcelona? /  
Hints and Tips / La Mercè / Things that 

could happen to you in Barcelona

 | 75
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Do you like  
walking?

Do you have 
vertigo?

Are you 
hungry?

Very?

Have you strolled around the 
Gothic Quarter and the Born yet?

Sure? Not even a short  
stroll? Much of the city  

is on the flat…

We’re not saying you 
need the exercise, but 

how about it?

OK… but we bet  
you haven’t seen  

it from above

It’s a secret. Promise 
you’ll keep it?

Would you like to 
sample the city’s best 
market-based cuisine?

Fancy trying  
the best grilled fish  

in Barcelona?

Then how about  
visiting a really  

original museum?

Fancy a cool drink?

Fancy a drink in a  
really unusual place?

What? How 
come? Do it now!

Well, you can 
always look 
at Barcelona 

from the air in 
Google Maps

Oh, wait a sec! There’s somewhere 
you’ll love on street level!

OK, you said you 
wouldn’t mind  
a short stroll

OK, we’ve got it. 
No walking  

for you!

Wow, if I used 
my powers of 
persuasion for 
evil ends I’d be 
unstoppable!

You’re not 
making it easy… 

I know! You 
want to see 

a different side  
to Barcelona!

Wow! We appreciate  
your honesty! As  

a reward, we’ll tell  
you anyway

Takes all sorts…  
I know where you 

need to go – they’ve 
got all kinds of food 

and the best market-
based cuisine

Sooner or 
later you 

will. I’ll ask 
again in a 
couple of 

hours

OK, you know  
Barcelona pretty well. 
Let’s find somewhere 

non-touristy

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Go running on the 
 Tres Turons route

Go to the restaurant  
in the Santa Caterina 

market

Order a ‘graellada  
de peix’ at a seafront 

restaurant
Go to Carrer de Blai  

in Poble-sec

Go to the  
Caseta del Migdia

on Montjuïc

Go to the MIBA
(Barcelona Museum  

of Ideas and  
Inventions)

What can I do today in Barcelona? 

WHAT’S THIS DRINK?
You can order it at any time of year but it 
comes into its own in the hottest months. 
Orxata is a natural drink made from the 
xufa tuber and although it is really native 
to the Valencia area it is also very popular 
in Barcelona. Pretty much every Barcelona 
resident has their favourite orxata bar, which 
often leads to very involved but always 
peaceful arguments!

FESTIVE STREETS
In Barcelona you can spend practically 
the whole summer going to a series of 
street parties, because no sooner has one 
district’s annual festa finished than another 
begins… each with its own live music and 
activity programme. The most well-known 
are the festivals of Gràcia (14 – 21 August) 
and Sants (23 – 30 August) where the 
lavishly decorated streets transport you  
to undersea worlds or the fantasy settings 
of famous movies. 
 

THE NIGHT OF FIRE
In most cultures, fire exerts a mixture of 
fear and fascination. In Barcelona, the eve 
of St. John’s Day (23 June) is when this is 
most evident, yet in the most festive way. 
Many neighbourhoods close off access to 
their streets, build bonfires and hold riotous 
parties. Cava, coques (sweet flatbreads), 
music, bangers and the aroma of gunpowder 
make up the sensory mix which announces 
that summer is finally here.

Hints and Tips

BARCELONA CITY APP
Fortunately, we now have technology to fill 
in the gaps that knowledge cannot reach. 
People unfamiliar with the city’s countless 
attractions can get instant information and 
directions from the brand new BCN City App, 
which is free and provides everything a visitor 
needs to know. You can also use it for all kinds 
of arrangements with your hotel, such as 
booking a table in the restaurant or making  
a spa appointment.

BARCELONA ON FOOT  
OR ON YOUR BACK
The range of souvenirs is endless and if we 
were forced to choose one item to remind us 
of our visit to the city we’d choose one with 
added value. The brand new firm Walk The 
City puts together practical kits comprising 
sandals and a beach towel featuring a map 
of the city. The product also has an altruistic 
factor: it supports Box21 and Anna Vives, a 
young girl with Down’s Syndrome who was 
responsible for designing the typography.

AN INSPIRING CITY
Have you found the contents of this 
magazine interesting? Do you think you’re 
a true barcelover? On the Barcelona Inspira 
website (www.bcn.cat/inspira) you’ll find 
lots of extra content of interest on creativity, 
innovation, events, business, quality of life 
and the neighbourhoods that make up this 
inspirational city.

No
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La Mercè
At the end of September, Barcelona puts on its glad rags to celebrate its annual  

‘Festa Major’, known as La Mercè in honour of the city’s patron saint

The end of the festivities is marked by a thrilling 
firework display which dances to the rhythm  
of a carefully-chosen soundtrack

An eclectic programme of open-air concerts, ethnic 
performances, international stars, local bands and 
indie pop-rock groups If unity breeds strength, then castellers are a

prime example. These spectacular human towers
perform frequently throughout the festivities

The gegants are giant papier-mâché figures 
representing historical characters. During the Mercè 
they dance in the streets, attracting throngs of people

Don’t be scared if you find Barcelona 
to be full of demonic beasts, flaming 
dragons and flying sparks. This is the 
Correfoc, a traditional way of exorcizing 
demons with bangers, fire and smoke

Now one of the most popular activities in the 
programme, the swimming race across Port  
Vell covers a distance of between 1 and 3 km

Photos Txema Salvans and ICUB archive
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DEFINITELY 
WON’T HAPPEN

PROBABLY 
WON’T HAPPEN

WILL PROBABLY  
HAPPEN

WILL DEFINITELY  
HAPPEN

You’ll leave the city  
without having tried  
‘pa amb tomàquet’  
(Catalan tomato bread)

Well, OK, it is possible to leave 
without having tried it, but that 
would be a real shame. You 
won’t be short of opportunities 
– whether served with tapas or 
a more sophisticated meal, don’t 
miss the chance to savour this 
simple combination of toasted 
farmhouse bread rubbed with 
fresh tomato and drizzled with  
a good olive oil.

You’ll be the victim  
of petty crime

Barcelona has a very low crime 
rate but like any other major 
tourist destination you need to 
keep an eye on your belongings 
to deter pickpockets. To avoid 
any risks, we recommend you 
only carry essential cash and 
valuables with you; separate 
your cash, documents and 
keys in different pockets or 
bags; ignore street vendors and 
beggars, and don’t get involved 
in street gambling games.

You’ll be able to see 
Mallorca from Tibidabo

On the very clearest days, often 
after a rainstorm or strong winds, 
you can actually make out the 
silhouette of Mallorca on the 
horizon from the top of Tibidabo 
(one of the most spectacular 
viewpoints of the city).

You’ll wake up to a 
gloriously sunny day

According to meteorological 
records for the past 40 years, 
1983 was the driest year, with 
just 60 days of rainfall. The 
wettest year was 1996, with 
109 days. The average rainfall 
in Barcelona is 600 litres per 
square metre, but the vast 
majority falls in the spring and 
autumn, while the summer and 
winter months are much drier.

There’ll be a Barça match 
on at Camp Nou

Between September and May, 
FC Barcelona plays at home 
practically every 10 days. Check 
out the fixture list on the FC 
Barcelona website and with a bit 
of luck you’ll be able to watch a 
league, cup or even a Champions 
League match.

You won’t be the only 
person to work off your 
stress with a run 

There are any number of places 
in the city where you can have a 
really enjoyable run. Whether you 
don your trainers for a jog along 
the seafront while the sun’s rising 
or go up to the Carretera de les 
Aigües in the Collserola hills with 
the city at your feet, you’re bound 
to be in good company.

100%

Things that could happen to you in Barcelona

Discover the luxury skincare company from Barcelona 
and find your nearest point of sale at www.naturabisse.com
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